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Wich che Judgement of Dr. Stilling fleet, late Biſhop of Worceſter, 
of the Unreaſonableneſs of that Pretence, viz. That whatever is 
not read in Scripture is not to be held an Article of Faith, 
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[NOBLE STAND. 


SECOND PART. 


** 


In a LETTER to a FRIEN ». 
SIR, 


Th, HE Miſunderſtanding among 

& the Miniſters of London, that 
was but as a Spark, when I 
Wrote to you laſt, is now blown 
up into a Flame. An open 
the bite: Hall Evening Poft of 
arch 14. The Repreſentation there Publiſhed 
the World by one Side, could not but be Highly 
approved by the other; to which therefore they 
tought it their Duty not to be Silent, but Pub- 
kly to Appear in their own Vindication ; that 


ring there muſt be Appeals to the World, both 


des might be heard Speaking for themſelves, in 
A 2 Matters. 


War is begun, occaſioned by 


(4) 

Matters of the Tendereſt and the Higheſt Nature. 
"Tis only gueſs'd who is the Author of the Ac- 
hunt given in the White-Hall Evening Poſt ; but 
be who he will, as he has thereby prov'd a Lead- 
ing Incendiary, the Conciliatory F Letter could not 
Speak of him in ſofter Language: © Raſh and 
de unhappy Hand, (ſay I) that brake the Band 
& of Peace which held the Miniſters of London 
e together. Rather than I would have Sown ſuch 
& Diſcord among ſuch Brethren, I would have ſaid, 
te Let my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, 
« and let my Right Hand forget its Cunning: 
& Conſidering the Wo denounced againſt that Man 


3) 


hy whom Offences come. 


* 


A 


The Author of the ſaid Letter adds a little after, 
& T:s fit indeed that our Conſuſion ſhould cover us, 
& but not that we ſhould 27 — to the World, one 
% ggainft another: Let thoſe that led the Way, 
and made it neceſſary, for ever bear the blame. 
He ſays, He ts glad to find Scandalous Pamphlets 
diſown'd, and News-Paper Repreſentations Condemn'd, 


Had the Subſcribing Miniſters found this, of the 


Letter to Dr. Gale, and the White-Hall Evening 
Poſt, that began the Attack, - they would have 
been equally Glad to have been Vindicated by 
their Non-Subſcribing Brethren, the ſhorteſt way. 
This might eaſily have been done, by Publiſhing 
to the World their Diſlike and Cenfure of both; 
but what Inclination have they ſhown. to any ſuch 
thing ? - Several indeed denied for themſelves, that 
they had any Hand in the Letter to Dr. Gale, as 
he muſt be far gone indeed into Arianiſm, and 
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worſe, who could own. ſuch a Pamphlet without 
Bluihing. But when Mr. Bradbury, who in the 
vileſt manner is abus d in it, deſired that if they 
Reſented that Abuſe, they would ſignify as much 
in ſome Publick way; he could have no other than 
this unchriſtian Return, with a ſuitable Air; 
what f would you have us run through all the Dirty 
Canals of the City, to make you clean? . And as for 
the Repreſentation in the V Hite-Hall Evening Poſt, 
to which the Publick Contention is to be Trac'd; 
inſtead of being Condemn'd by the Non-Subſcri- 
bers, how often have they been heard to Plead for 


it. 


Thus then it runs, according to the Hearts de- 
fire of the moſt Erroneous in the World, who do 
not deny the Letter of Scripture, 


 White-Hall Evening Poſt. 
March 14. 1719: 


We hear that the Diſſenting Miniſters in, and 
c about London, after ſeveral Meetings at Salter's- 
& Hall, did on the 10th. Inſtant, come to the Re- 
& ſolution, That as the Scriptures are the only and 
c perfedt Kule of Faith and Practice, ſo they ſhould 


be the only Standard of Truth and Orthodoxy. 


ce They have alſo aſſerted the uſefulneſs of Hu- 
«© man Compoſitions, ſuch as Catechiſins, Confeſſi- 
& ons, and other Summaries of the Chriſtian Re- 
&« 1:g:on, for Inſtruction and Edification ; but not 

FOLD ET. OS, * 


* 


+ An Anſwer of the ſame Nature without Door, as Hiſfng 
him was within, and then grayely moving that there might be 
no occaſion for Hiſſing. a 


(6s) 
« for Authority, as Teſts of Truth, or Warrants 


for Condemnation of our Brethren ; which are 
to be taken only from the Holy Scripture. 


« They did at the ſame Time finiſh ſome Paci- 

te cefick Advices, tending to promote Truth and 
* Peace among all Proteſtants. They diſclaim'd 
« the Arian Doctrine, and declar'd for the Doctrine 
&« of the Ever Bleſſed Trinity, as delivered in the 
Holy Scripture. 


% We Congratulate theſe Gentlemen upon the 
* Honour of declaring in a Body, againſt Known 
<« Error, and at the ſame Time, of making ſo 
Noble a Stand againſt the Root and Cauſe of all 
« Error and Quarrels ; viz. The going off from 
« the Authority and Declaration of Scripture, 
« the true Form of ſound Words, which we are to 
« hold faſt; and ſubſtituting into their Room, 
«© and Impoſing Humane Compoſitions, as the 
<< Teſt of Truth and Orthodoxy. And that ac- 


* cording to the true Proteſtant Principle, they 


<« declare themſelves built upon the Foundation 
& of the Apoſtles and the Prophets, and not upon 
* the Foundation of Councils, Synods, and Aſſem- 
* blies of Fallible Men. 


* We are very well inform'd that the Diffe- 
* rences in their debating about this Declaration, 
* which have been ſo much talk'd of, were only 
* about the Time and order, wherein the Decla- 
* ration againſt Ariun Doctrines ſhould be made, 
and in what Words, Scriptural or Human, and 
ce not about the Doctrines themſelves, as ſome 
* have falſly Reported : And that it has been car- 
* ried for ſtating Doctrines only to be * 
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e by Revelation, in the Words of Revelation only, 
* when deſigned to be a Standard and Teſt. 


„ This is well known to be the Sentiment of 

« the Generality of them, and has been fo for 
« many Years, and is ready to be Defended by 
«© them, as occaſion requires. JS 


This was the Repreſentation ſent into the 
World on the ſide of the Non-Subſcribing Mini- 
ſters, and this by two News- Papers, that it might 
ſpread as faſt and as far as poſſible. > 


Tis obvious what wrong Impreſſions ſuch a Re- 
preſentation was Calculated to make, which made 
it neceſſary for a farther Account to be hkewiſe 
Publiſhed in behalf of the Subſcribing Miniſters, 
the better to inable Perſons without Doors, to 
form a Right Judgment of. them, and their Pro- 
ceedings, which was done as follows. 


The Second Repreſentation Publiſh'd in a 
News Paper, to detect the Abuſe en- 
deavour'd to be put upon the World by 


the Fi rſt, and take off the Ni Yong Im- 
preſſions it tended to make. 


Fong Fo Saturday, 
rch 21, 1718-19, 


We are well aſſured that what follows ought 
* to beJoin'd to the Account that was inſerted in 
the / hite-Hall Evening Poſt of Saturday _—_— 

| order 


(8). 
ee order to diſabuſe the World as to what is there 
% ñjmputed to the Diſſenting Miniſters as a Body. 


“ On Tueſday, March z. a conſiderable Number 
&< of Miniſters met at Salter's-Hall, according to 7 
« Adjournment, to conſider of a Paper of Advices, 60 
« (Firſt offer'd by certain Gentlemen) to be ſent 6 
te by the Miniſters of Churches, in, and about }F « 
% London, as their Advices to the People of Exe- |} « 


e ter, how to carry it with Reference to their Mi- FF < 
| <« niſters, whom they ſuſpected of unſoundneſs in 1. 
* tht Doctrine of the Trinity. T: 


* This Meeting was open'd with loud Com- I 
“ plaints of ſome preſent, that they were under 1. 
* a Charge or Suſpicion without Door, as Anti- 1 
% Trinitarians, becauſe in the laſt Meeting, they « 
had been againſt a Declaration of Faith in the 

| Trinity, to be inſerted among the Advices to be 
* ſent to Exeter: Urging that to infer that they .. 
were againſt the Doctrine of the Trinity it ſelf, e 
C becauſe they had Voted againſt inſerting a De- 
% claration of it; was ſuch a Reproach upon J. 
«© them, as they were not willing a Moment to | « 
he under. A t 


_ © Twas then offer'd, that if they thought it « 
© ſo great a Reproach to be ſuſpected as they com- « 
< plained, and were ſenſible of the wrong Step | 
they had taken in oppoſing the Declaration de- 

4 ſired; they might retrieve it, by making and Y— 
*© Subſcribing an Immediate Declaration of their 
Belief of the Holy Trinity, Antecedent to their Ih 
* proceeding to any thing elſe. bone 


9 
' « This 
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his appeared the more neceſſary, becauſe 
the Diſciples of Dr Clarke made their Boaſts, 
* that the moſt conſiderable of the Diſſenting 
Miniſters were in the ſame Sentiments with 
* them; and that they. were gaining Ground eve- 
ry Day: High-Church Sermons and Pamphlets 
* boldly upbraided the Diflenters without Diſtinct- 
e jon as Anti. Irinitarians, in order to Prejudice 

the People and Government againſt them: 
And they were inform'd upon the Spot, by 
Good + Evidence, that one of the judges 
in the Weſtern Circuit, had taken Notice 
in his Charges to the Grand juries, of what 
was Reported of the Diſſenters, as gone off 
* from the Doctrine of the Trinity, as a matter 

belonging to their Inquiry. 


—— 


© Any Body will hence ſee, that *twas of 4 
Thouſand Times greater Importance, for the 
Miniſters of London to endeavour to fatisty 
the World of their own Soundneſs in an Article 
of Faith, the Doctrine of the Trmry, than un- 
der pretence of the Order of the Day . (which 
they that made might eafily; aud in this Caſe 
with the higheſt Grace ſet aſide) under lo Poor. 
a Pretence, to go upon the Conſideration of 
* Advices to Exeter, which it could not be pre- 

*- tended 


2 — 
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+ The Reverend Mr. John Sharpe, a Worthy Miniſter of 


WFrome in Soymerſerſhire, who Named the Places where this was 
one: Adding, chat the Eyes of all in the Weſt were upon the 


Miniſters of London, to 1ce what they would do in this Juncture; 
that he waired with Concern for the Relult of their Dr 
and if they broke up without coming to a Declaration of their 
Faith in the Trinity, it would b2 the grearelt Blow imapinable td 
tle Diſſenting lacereſt in the Weſf Country. 


Cd 


(610) 
„ tended that the Churches there had deſired, and 
< which tis certain they would not regard, un- 

leſs they that joined in the Advices given, joined 
alſo in an open and ſatisfactory Declaration of 


their Faith in the Trinity, for which they were 
contending. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Much Time was ſpent in Speeches againſt a 
prefent Declaration, of no Significancy, but to 


{hew that thofe who made them had no mind to 
e it at * all. 33 


6“ Jo bring the Debate to an Iſſue, twas mov'd, 
as many as pleas'd thould Declare their Beliet 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity, in the Words of 
the Firſt Article of the Churchot England: And 
the Hifth and Sixch Anſwers in the aſſemblies 
Catech!ſm, which are as follows. : 


o The 


— 


This has been ſince confirm'd by a Letter from the Gentle- 
men at Exon, in Anſwer to the Advices ſent by the Subſcribing 
Miniſt:rs, „The Violence and Artifice, wherewith the Attempts 
& againſt the ever Bleſſed Trinity were carried on, and the ſtrange 
«« Progreſs it had of late made, eſpecially among the Youth here, 
e neceſſitated us to proceed with that Expedition, (vis. in with. 
drawing from Two of their Miniſters) to prevent many ill 
& Conſequences that we were in fear of. Nor could we think it 
i reaſonable that ſuch as declined to declare their own Faith, could 
© be ſuppoſed Competent Advicers for us, Vid True Relation 
of ſome Proccedings at Salter*:-Hall, by thoſe Miniſters who 
Sign'd the Firit Article of the Churth uf England, &c. Page 
22. | x 

* This they have fince been at great Pains to prove, by their 
Reaſons againſt Subſcribing a Declaration of Faith in the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of the Trinity, as expreſs'd in the Firſt Article of 
the Church of England, and the Anſwers to the Fifth and Sixth 
Queſtions in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm. Reafons truly wonderful 


and yer Thirteen to the Dozen, which may in due Time be de- 
cently expos'd, | ' 


- 
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The Firſt Article of 1 Church 


* of England, of Faith in the Holy 
* Trinity. | 
<« There is but one Living and True God, from 
** Everlaſting, without Body, Parts, or Paſſions ; 
<« of Infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs ;. the 
+ Maker and Preſerver of all Things, both Viſible 
“and Inviſible z and in Unity of this Godhead, 
„ there be Three Perſons of one Subſtance, 
Power and Eternity; the Father, the Son, and 
* the Holy Ghoſt, 


10 The Fifth and Sixth Anſwers in the 
| 44 Aſſembly's Catechiſm. 


There is but one only, the Living and True 
God. There are thre@ Perſons in the Godhead; 


ee the Farher, the Son, and the Holy-Ghoſt : And 


c theſe three are One God, the ſame in Subſtance, 
* Equal in Power and Glory. 


4 Theſe which we hope without offence may de 
“ calld Forms of Sound Words, were propos'd. 


« 1. To prevent all Obje ctions that might be made 
* againſt any * Private or New Compoſition, 1 
B 2 4 2. Becauſe 


— 
. 


* 


 * How glad would ſome have been of ſuch an Handle of Re- 


proach againſt the Subſcribing Miniſters, as Creed: Makers or for 
Creed- Making, when the Senſſeſs Cry is induſtriouſly propogated 
Without the leaft Ground or Colour to ſupport or cover it. 
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tc 2, Becauſe the Firft Article of the Church of 
& England of Faith in the Holy Trinity, is one of 
& thoſe which all Minifters among the Diſſenters 
< are oblig'd to Subſcribe by the AA of Toleration; 
« without which they are not allow'd the Benefit 


© of that Act: And they who had Subſcrib d it as 


% an Article of Truth, and continu'd of the ſame 
& Mind, could not be thought averſe upon a juſt 
« Occaſion to doit again; and what could ſpeak an 
* Occaſion more juſt and Urgent, than the Purpoſes 
& which ſuch a Subſcription was the moſt effectual 


t if not the only method to ferve, viz. to Stop 


„% the Mouths of Enemies; quiet the Minds o 
Friends; and roll of the Reproach Complain 
“of as not to be Suffer d. n N 


2. The Anſwers in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, re- 


lating to the Trinity the Diſſenting Miniſters are 


ſuppos'd to Teach the Children under their Charge, 
and therefore till the Contrary is ſignify'd may be 
alſo ſuppos d to + believe ghemlelyes. Dn 


% For 


F Whether He b6lieves it or not, who made a motion for a 


New Catechiſm is left to himſelf ; The old Form will not eaſily ad- 
mic a New Faith. However, ſomething beſides an Itch of Novelty, 
muſt be ſuppos'd at the Bortom of an Inclination to changes hat 
it is we muſt not ask, dr not be told. But who could expect 
ſuch a Reaſon as this could be given by an Aſſembly of London 
Miniſters againſt Subſcribing the Words which they would be 
thought to telieve and teach others, as expreſſive of the Doctrine 
reveal d in Scripture, Namely, we did not think fir, to pay 
ſach a“ New and unwarrantable Regard to the Catechiſm of 
6 the Affembly of Divines. | . I 

Reader, *twas not the Catechiſm of the Aſſembly in the Lump 
that was propos d to be Subſcrib'd, but theſe Important Propo- 


( 


6 
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* For theſe Reaſons, the forms above written 
and no other were offer d: and the Body * of 
London Miniſters to the Number of Threeſcore, 
* Perſonally and diſtinctly Subſcrib'd both the 


B 3 Articles 


— 


ſtions in it, namely, there is one only, the Living and true God. 
There are Three Perſons in the Godbead, the Father, the Son, and 


the Holy-Ghoſt, and theſe three are one God z the ſame in Subſtance, 
equal in Power and Glory. 


The Subſeriptiog deſired was in theſe Words. & We hear- 
& rily Subſcribe to that which is above expreſs d, as what we be- 


« lieve to be the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, Revealed in the 
* Holy Scriptures.” The great Occaſion of the Subſcription is to 
bear our Teftimony, againſt the Growing Error of the Preſent 
Day, which Introduces a New Doctrine of the Sacred Trinity, 
ind diſtinguiſh our ſelves from thoſe that are gone into ir. They 
will call the Son, God; and ſome of them, the Holy Ghoſt, God: 
Peach for the true, and proper Divinity of the One and the other; 
that is, ſuch a Divinity as they will call true and proper, without 


ing what it is; proteſs to believe in the Son, and believe in the 


fly - Ghoſt, and highly to Love and Honour the one and the other, 


nd make ſolemn appeals ro God, and Proteſtations to Men of 


heir Sixcerity in all this. And whar is all this (or? what need 
ot ſo much ado ? why, only to avoid declaring that the Doctrine 
xpreſi'd in thiſe Words of the Catechiſm, namely, that there are 
bree Perſous in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy- 
ſt, and theſe Three are One God, the ſame in Subſtance, equal 
Power and Glory : Is what they believe, to be the Dofirine of the 
Med Trinity revealed in the Holy Scriptures ; and that for this 
udly Reaſon, becauſe they did not think fit to pay ſuch a New and 
nwarrantable Regard to tbe Catechiſm of the Aſſembly of Di- 
ines. | | : 
Here then is the Point to which you are to hold them, and 
fire them to be plain. Sirs, is the Doctrine expreſsd in the 
o ; 9 : 7 : $4 5 0 4 4 Cate- 
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* That is the Majority of thoſe who were then preſent - ſe- 
al more have ſince Subſcrib'd, increaſing the Number to 78. 
d. True Relation, &c. Page 6, 7, 9. 10. 


— no * 


64) 
% Article and Anſwers, as expreſſive of the Scrip- 
* ture Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, which there- 
fore they heartily believe, and gladly bore their 
“ Publick Teftimony to. EDIT” | 


ce Theſe 


_ 


Catechiſm concerning this import ant Point, what you believe to be 
the; Doctrine of the B/eſſed Trinity revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures ? or What you Believe, not to be the Doctrine of the Bleſſed 
Trinity revealed in the Holy Scripture ? If you believe it t 
to be the Doctrine revealed in the Holy Sgriptures, or are in 
doubt about ir, you do well not to Subſcribe it; but then let the 
true Reaſon be told, and ſay honeſtly, tis becauſe you disbelieve, 
or are in doubt concerning it, without endeavouring by round- 
about ways, to amuſe and deceive, that you may be thought to 
believe what you do not. If vou do believe it to be the Doctrine 


revealed in the Holy Scriptures, where's the Unwarrantableneſs 


of the Regard paid to a Doctrine which you believe to be reveal'd 
in the Holy Scripture, to declare and ſubſcribe that you believe it 

to be revealed in the Holy Scriptures | | | 
Beſides, they made and Subſcribd a Declaration of their 
own, or pretended to do ſo : ask em then, if they declared any 
thing or nothing? If nothing (which One frankly own'd) the; 
are perhaps the Jirſt Venerable Aſſembly, and 'tis hop'd will be 
the Laſt, that made a Declaration of Faith with a great deal of 
Parade about Place, and Time, and Order; at length to Declan 
not hing at all. Parturiunt Montes,Ne. fo Teeming Mountains art 
brought to Bed of a Mouſe. If they declar'd any thing, as 
'em what? whether their Belief of the ſame Doctrine, with 
that expreſs'd in the Anſwers of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, or not? 

If not; where's the Ground of all their Clamour of Unchari 

tableneſs at being ſuſpected ? if they Declare their Belisf of the 

ſame Doctrine with that expre(<'d in ihe Anſwers of the A ſen- 
blies Catechiſm, deſire em for Goodneſs Sake, to tell you whit 
leads them to think it fir and Warrantable to pay ſuch a Rega 

to a Declaration of their own, that they can't but think to bt 

utterly unfit and unwarrantable to be paid to the Catechiſm o 

the Aſſembly of Divines, and this when Both muſt be given ou! 
at leaſt for the preſent, to be exactly the ſame ? If they enden 

vour to bring themſelves off, by ſaying that their Declaratio' 
was Stgn'd-only by the Moderator: Tell em that it has not bet 
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* Theſe Sixty without pretending to impoſe 
« upon any, invited their Brethren to join with 
them in the ſame Declaration and, Subſcription, 
“ but could not have the ſatisfaction of obtaining 
<< it; inſtead, of this while the Former in the Gal- 


„ lery were Subſcribing a Declaration of their 


HBelieſ in the Trinity, the Reſ below Stairs pro- 


* ceeded by themſelves to the Conſideration of 
* the Paper of Advices, as moſt agreeable to their 
* + Inclination; and pals'd 'em as they pleas'd. 

Upon 


"MY ti : "T0 


heard that any of em enter'd their Deſſent; and if norwith- 
ſtanding they reckon themſelves free; and at the ſame time paſs 
them'elyes upon the People to have declared as much as any, 
Pleaſing themſelves with the thought of keeping under 2 Diſ- 
guiſe and keeping up the abuſe, and raiſing Þrejudices in the 
un wary againſt thoſe. that give them warning Cc lis but ano- 
ther way of putting out Eyes, to multiply Reaſons for ſuch 
Dealings as theſe But let them be heap'd up to what 
Number they pleiſe, they can never cover the Horrid Infinua- 
tion from the urmoſt Deteſtz:ion of every Serious Chriſtian z 
namely, that there is that inconſeflency between the Doctrine ex- 
preſs'd in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm in the Article of the Blifſed Tri- 
nity, and the Doctrine of that Article revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
that it would be unwarrantable to Declare and Subſcribe, that the 
Doftrine expreſs'd in the Aſſemblys Catechiſm, is the Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity reveal d in the Holy Seriptures. It this do not 
give cauſe of Suſpicion, that they that Speak thus, do not believe 
the Doctrine of the Trinity as expreſs'd in the Catechiſm, to be 
Scripture Doctrine, I know not what can. 


f This may well be ſaid, when more Time by half is ſpent 
in wrangling againſt a preſent Declaration, than would have 
ſufficed to make it, had they been equally inclined to Sign an 
Article of Faith, the Doctrine of the Trinity in Unity, at this Day 
Controverted ; as Officiouſly to go upon Heads of Advice. And 


as thoſe Advices were to be ſent to Exeter, where twas well 
known the People were not ſatisfied with ſome of their Miniſters 
ſoundneſs in the Doctrine of the Trinity; and where Two. of 

| | them 
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& + Upon which they that Subſcrib'd had nothing 


& left *em to do, hut as the Body or Majority = 
| © the 


* 
„ 
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them have ſince refus'd to own, The Son of God to be One God 
with the Father, upon which the People have withdrawn from 
their Miniſtry ; and the Reverend Mr. Eveleizh Miniſter at (re- 
di ton, about Seven Miles from Exeter, now intorms the World; 
in a Poſtſcript to the Anſwer ot the Citizens of Exon, to the 
Caſe of the Ejected Miniſters there, that he had it from Mr, 
Pierce's own Mouth, chat the Common Opinion about the Trinity 
was an Error: When this is the Caſe ; how ſtrange does it ſound, 
that in a former Afembly of Miniſters in London, February 24. 
I718-I9. In a Queſtion, whether in che Advices to be ſent to 
Exeter, (where the People were contending for the. Doctrine of 
the Trinity, againſt their Miniſters, who, as they complain, neg- 
lected ro do their Duty, in defending the Truth againſt Fatal 
and Fundamental Errors which have Corrupted many in that 
City) whether in Advires to be ſent to ſuch a Place, upon ſuch 
an Occaſion their ſhould be inſerted a Declaration of Faith in 
the Bleſſed Trinity ? How ſtrange I ſay does ic ſound, chat in 
an Aſſembly of 110 Diſſenting Miniſters in London, dividing up- 
on ſuch a Queſtion as this, there ſhould be 57 for che Neo ative, 
And more Strange, that not one of theſe 57 would be ſuſpected 
in the leaſt, not one; tho' T wo of them are now pretty well 
| known in the City, to be ghe very Men to whom Dr. Clarke him- 
ſelf directed a Country Diſſenting Miniſter, for tarther Inſtruction 
in his Scheme ; you muſt believe becauſe the Dottor thought 
them the moſt averſe to his Notions of any other ; *rwould be 
the moſt Notorious Breach of Charity to imagine that he ſent the 
Country Miniſter to them for any other Reaſon, but to be fix'd 
in his Faith, in Oppoſition to what he had Publiſhed in his 
Book of the Trinity, for Scripture Doctrine. Charity thinketh 
no Evil without Ground: And it ſeems the Larger, ſtill the more 
Commendable, having no ſuch thing as Rules or Bounds, it muſt 
nom or believe no Evil, let the Grounds or Evidence be what 

they will. | 
Iis a farther Powerful Argument againſt ſuſpicion, that there 
were Two Parties at Exeter, the One of which ſuppos'd to be gone 
off from the Doctrine of the Trinity, as it has been received ii 
the Churches of Chriſt, by their refuſing to defend and own it 2 
The other contending for it: Now the Miniſters of London, who 


refuſed to Subleribe a Declaration of their Faith in the Trinity, | 


ro 


) 


£6 the Miniſters of London in this Days Meeting, 


& in a Solemn Meſſage from the Gallery, by Two 
cc of their Members, to * proteff againſt the Pro- 
& ceeding of the Reſt in their Abſence, and ſo, 
© the Moderator being warn'd to leave the Chair, 


& 6 
. * 
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hd 


to be ſent with their Advices to Exeter, refuſed to do it for this 
Weighty Thirteenth Part of| a Reaion, which ſore will have to 
be the Sum of the whole, (in their own Words, Authentick Ac- 


count, Page 23.) © Tho? they might be regarded by one Party, 


« (Namely, ſuch as were for the received Doctrine of the Trini- 
4 ty in Unity) becauſe they would interpret what we did, fo as 
% to Juſtity their awn Conduct; yet they could be taken by the 
& other Side, (Namely, they who wauld neither defend nor 
* awn it) in no other Senſe, but making our telves a Party a- 
& Cainſt them, which we thought wound no Way ſuit wit Ads 
&« viecs intended“ ſo and ſo And ſeeing they would not bs 


thought a Party againſt thoſe who will not detend or on the 


received Doctrine of the Trinity; what clearer Evidence can be 
deſired, in Bar to all uncharicable Surmiles, that they are in any 
the leaſt Degree for them. . OE 3 
I What ſhould hinder them, when they enter'd upon them by 

themſelves, while the Miniſters in the Gallery were dubſcribing z 
went through Three of tliem the fame Evening March 3. And the 
Reſt at their next ſepatate Meeting, March 10. 1718-19. which 
they think it for their Purpoſe to tell the World was upon a 
General Summons ſent to the whole Body: And the Subſcribing Mi- 
niſters think it neceſſary it ſnould be known, that, they agreed, 
not to meet em, ox by concern'd in their Advices ; but agreed to 
draw up Advices of their own to be {ent to Exeter, which are 
ſince Publiſh'd with a Letter of Thanks in return trom thence. ; 
* The Letter io Dr. Gale page 35,,37 calls this an Abſurdity 

and Self-Contradidtion, for the Majority to proteſt againſt the AM no- 
rity, adding that it was never before known, that the greater Num- 
ber quitted the Place of Buſineſs for the 1rſſer, and had occaſion to 
roteſt Againſt their Proceeding. But when, he has ray'd .againſt 
it to the utmoſt ot his Talent, twill nevertheleſs be Fact, that 
the Subſcribing Miniſters arch 3. were the Majority; that the 
Proteſtet 


they-Adjourn'd to March the 9h. and left the 


(88) 


«© They that refus'd to Subſcribe the foreſaid 
& Article and Anſwers concerning the Trinity ſtaid 
e behind, to the Number of + Fifzy, of which as 
« far as I can learn, * near one Third could not 
e be reckon'd Stated Miniſters in, or near London, 
&« that is, in the Pariſhes within the Bills of Mor- 
&« tality: And how many above Halt of the Fifzy 
« were Paſtors in City or Country? Beſides 
& London Miniſters, *tis certain there were 
“ ſeveral from far, out of ſeveral Coun- 
ties, and whether they were Collected to 
„ ſerve the Purpoſes of any that might ſend for 
4 em? or whether they ſer ont pretty much at a 
« Time from their reſpective Abodes, and met to- 
« gether at Salter's-Hall by chance, they knew 
“ not before Hand why or whereſore, as Demon- 

5 ſtration 


Protefied, againſt the Proceeding of the Reſt; and when they 
left the Place, left the Minor Part behind. To this there are 
Witneſſes epough. and if it was never known before, it will 
then only follow that this was the Firſt Time, and ſo let him 
make the Beſt and worſt of it he can. 

t Beſides theſe there are ſeveral others that have Subſcrib'd 
their Heads of advice to which we find 93 Names. Vid. Their 
Authentick Account, p. 11, 12. Whereas their Declaration of 
Faith, Looſe as it is, is Subſcrib'd only by the Moderator. For 
what Reaſon every one is left to judge for himſelf provided he 
take care to judge Charitably. | | 

* Near one Third of Fifty is near 17, in which I am not Sen- 
ſible that I am out in my Calculation. If I am, I ſhall be glad 
ro be better inform'd, which may be done by marking particular- 
ly who are Stated Miniſters in or near the City, and who not. 
The Author of the Letter to Dr. Gale leaves out the Words, in 
or near London, and feigns me to ſay, not above Two Thirds of the 
Fifty Non-Subſeribers, were Stated Miniſters, and then calls it an 
Impudent (alumny,; which as every one Sees, he had the Impu- 
dence to make, I am no farher congern'd but to bid him W. « 
come to call it what he pleaſe, 
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* ſtration is wanting, muſt be left to every one to 
* determine for himſelf, according as he ſees the 
“ Greateſt Probability. Be this as it will, what 
* 1s repreſented with fo aſſuming an Air, in the 
4 White-Hall Evening Poſt before mentioned, as 


© reſolved, and aſſerted, and finiſhed, and carry- 


“ ed, &c. is after all to be underſtood only as 
e what was done by the Non-Subſcribers by them- 
& ſelves : | Begun in the Evening of March 3. 
after the Separation; and finiih'd March 10. 


* ina Separate Meeting. The Honour of what 


& was ſo worthily done, in Purſuit of the Noble 


Stand, is entirely their own. The Subſcribing 
% Minifters were not in their Secret; unto their 
Separate Aſſemibly form'd upon the Foot of go- 


“ing upon Heads of Advice as of greater Impor- 


* tance thin Signing an Article of Faith, their Ho- 
© nur was not United. 


This Repreſentation took up half the News- Ha- 
per: Upon which theſe Words were added, © In 
„this Light, we have ſeveral Remarks to make 
on the account mention d, which for want of 
4 Room muſt be refer d to the next. 

The next Paper, to the Surprize of thoſe 


ter. 


The next following, inſtead of the Remarks, 
brings forth. | 
| E22 | III. 


+ Theſe Lines are added, that the Diſtinction may be obvious 
of Times and Perſons, which in the Letter co Dr. Gale are 
throughout blended, whether Ignorantly or with Defign the An- 
thor beſt knows, 8 3 
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who knew not the Reaſon, was Dumb to the mat - 


(20) 


mW. An Nat Aae le Wan 
the Latter Repreſentation, in the 


Form that follows: > ate es © dab 


Flying Poſt Thins, 1 
* March 26. 1718-19. 


<6 Whereas in the Flying- Poſt, of Samet March: 
& 21, there was publiſhed ſome Account of the” 


1 Proceedings of the Diſſenting Miniſters at Salters- 
© Hall March 3. Several who were then preſent 
„ having, comphain'd of ſeveral Miſrepreſentati: 
ons of Fad, and Inſinuations in that Account, 

& Injurious to many concern'd; and.thfat they are 
** ready to make good this charge againſt it, if: 
% maintain'd : This is agreeable to that Juftice and 
Vnpartiality which this Paper will always main- 


<& tain, to ſignity their Complaint to the World; 


* and to aſſure that the farther Remarks promi- 
fed. to be made, {hall not be Sh in thus 
66 Paper. | 


gur far we are come 3 mba next? 


Iv. The Methods uſed to ) procure the 


ſaid Advertiſement, to be Publiſhed 


in the Fling-Poſt, with an Anſwer 


to its Contents. 


The Wann, in the Flying Poſt on the ſi de 
oh the — Manifters came out of a Satur- 


108 
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day. The ſame Day a Letter from one who 
knows his own Name, is ſent to the Author of 
the F'ying Poſt, letting him know that, for that 
Days Paper, he was upon his Good Behaviour: 
That ii he ventur'd to Publiſh what was farther 
promiſed, he muſt in good Earneſt think of being 
deſerted by Ol Friends, and generouſly left to 
look after New, In ſhort, the Terms are ſo big 
with Vo, that the Letter being delivered in the 
Mans abſence, and open'd and read to his innocent 
Family, put em into Fright enough, as if going 
to be undone. . e 


This Storm a little huſh'd: The Lord's-Day 
Morning, the better Day the better Deed ! Ano- 


ther Patron of the Noble Staud ſent for the Author 


of the Fhying Poſt, and tho noClergy-Gentleman,yet 
having the Faculty, without affecting the Honour, 
of a Gentleman who can Speak by the Hour, inſtead 
of going to Church, condeſcended to entertain his 
Private Arcence upon the Subject of the Fly:ng Poſt 


the Day before. The Do@rinal Part of his Diſ- 


courſe was extreamly fine, and full of Learning, 
but ſuch as tended to PraFice. The Uſes were ſe- 
veral, viz. Of Inference, in which he pointed out 
to Abhorrence the Great Foil of Creed-making, 
Human Forms, and the Fancy of counting and 
calling any of em Sound, or Folding them Faſt if 
we do; Narrow Schemes, Impoſition, £&c. After 
Creed-making, he juſt mention'd Canon-making, as 


what he would Speak to, when any ſhould appear, 
vain enough to be chargeable with the Humour: 


At preſent.'twas thought unneceſſary, He farther 
from what he had ſaid, infer'd the Great Excellence 
of Mutual Forbearance, Liberty, Charity, at the 
mention of which he brighten'd yet more in 
N . Looks 
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Looks and Exprefſion, and pour'd out his Concep- 
tions in that Flow of Inimitable Eloquence, that, 
for once, he was inſenſibly Charm'd into an Ad- 
miration of himfelt, and ſo near an Extaſy, as to 
make a Pauſe for a Moment, and let the Flying 
Poft drop out of his Hand, Upon this recovering, 
he with wonderful Command of Affection went 
into a Uſe of Lamentation, that Charity, Dear 
Charity! ſhould in ſo great a Degree be fled from 
the Earth. Charity! a Word of ſo Charming a 
Sound, ſo little underſtood, ſo much abus'd ! In- 
ward Grief, or ſomething elſe, here beautifully 
ſhewed it ſelf in dropping a Tear. 


This gave Occaſion Naturally to Slide into a 
uſe of Reprebenſion, in which turning off from 
himſelf to his other Hearer; he with becoming 
Tenderneſs, endeavour'd to make him Senſible of 
his Offence in what he had Publiſhed in the Flying- 
Poſt. That being in Favour of the Subſcribing 
Miniſters, it muſt needs be wrong; becauſe twas 
well known he was on the Side of the Noble Stand, 
in which without Pretending to Inſallibility, he 
had abundant Certainty that he was in the Right, 
and expected that thoſe that knew him and his 
Communication, ſhould think ſo too, and give into 
his Meaſures with becoming Readineſs. The Con- 
viction being ſo clear; he proceeded to Exborta- 
tion, that nothing more of the Like Nature be 
ſent abroad in the Paper under Conſideration. He 
had the Goodneſs to take Notice of an Objection, 
or Iwo : As that an Account was Publiſhed, firft in 
the White-Hall Evening Poft, on the ſide of the 
Refuſers to Subſcribe , which gave the orgs, &c. 
The Fad was not deny'd ; but he ſignified that 
"twas without his Knowledge, and if I "en 
el 
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ber right, what he had hear'd Spoken againſt, and 
would not be thought to approves The next was 
an Advertiſement of a Pamphlet, coming out ” way of 


0 
Letter to Dr. Gale, of the ſame ſide with the White-Hall 
Evening Poft : As to which the World ought to he 
told, thatourSpeaker expreſs d his deſire that it might 


be Suppreſs'd,and actually ſent to the Publiſher about 
it: But, however it happen'd, notwithſtanding 


his Authority, the Book comes out in about a Day 
or Two after. Upon the whole, he added ſome 
Motives and Directions proper to the Author of 
the Fhing- Poſt, as to his Conduct for the Future. 
More he could have ſaid: But. — caſting an Eye 
upon his Watch, and Obſerving with Surprize how 
the Time fo well imploy'd had inſenſibly Pre- 
vented him, He diſniſs'd his Hearer with many 
Good wiſhes Home. ; | 

This might be thought Enough for a Week: 
But the Author of the Fly:ng-Poft, having fo grie- 
vouſly offended in Publiſhing on the ſide of ſuch 
Teazing Things, as Forms of Sound Words, muſt not 
ſo be ſuffer d to reſt. 


The main Deſign of the Repreſentation in his 
Paper is Plain: viz. To lay open an Abuſe endea- 
vour'd to be put upon the World, by the Relation 


given in the JW hite-Hall Evening Pf, of March 


14. The abuſe was to lead People into an Appre- 
henſion as it what was done by the Non-Subſcribers 
by themſelves, had been done or Conſented to, by 
the London Miniſters without Diſtinction: Where- 
as the Matter is quite otherwiſe. | 


Some of the Non Subſcribers were not able to 
conceal their Uneaſineſs at having the Diſguiſe — 
en 


TS! | 


ken off, and therefore in return ſet themſelves to 

take off from the Credit of the Account. Some 
ſaid there were Ten Lies in it, and every one ſup- | 
poſed as big as the great Turnip King James I. 
gave his Country- mon. Theſe ſhew'd their willing- || _ 
neſs once at leaſt to Speak plain. Others were | | 
leſs poſitive as to the Number, and thought it 1 -; 
would be more for their Purpoſe of defaming the 1 { 
who e, to draw up an Advertiſement, like their De- I u 
claration of Faith, in General Terms, being loth I + 
to come to the leſs agreeable Work of Pittinct c 
Explications. | i 


The Advertifinent 3 is drawn up in 2 Hor Fit / 
and the Compolers in Haſt and upon the Spur, . A 
hurry away with it to the Author of the Flying te 
Poſt. The ſaid Author of that Paper, as it hap- F. 
pen d, had the Monday-Night after the Publith- JJ 
ing ſo provoking 4 Repreſentation, been hümſelf 
preſent when the Repreſentation in this Paper was 
carefully read and conſidered Paragraph by Para- Im 
graph, by a conſiderable Number of Miniſters Jan 
met together. He heard them freely and openly | c 
Atteſt, that they could not with all their Eyes 2 
and Recollection, find any thing 1 in it that could EW gn 
juſtly be ſaid to be a Miſrepreſentation. Nay be Nea 
was Witneſs to their declarmg that they could fee I to 
nothing in the Account to be matter of Heſitation, I in 
except in the laſt Paragraph: Where Two Things ew 
might perhaps be ſubject to Cavil, vis. 


1. — 


vp 
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+ Theſe Gentlemen are ſaid to be Five or Six in the Appendix 
to the Firſt Part of the Nuble Stand, 2d Edition, But l am ting 
inform'd there were hut Four to whom the Honour b-longs of 
being implo) di in that Service. 
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1. The Settling the preciſe and exact Number 
of thoſe who were to be reckon'd Country Mini- 
ſters, or not Stated Miniſters in or near London, 
who help'd to make up the Fifty Non-Subſcribers, 


March 3. The Reaſon why 'twas thought a Cavil 
might be made about this, by ſuch as might have 
a Mind to it, was, becauſe in Speaking of London, 
ſome take a Compaſs of Te» Miles round; others 
underſtand it of the Pariſhes within the Weekly 
Bills of Mortality. Now the Latter being the 
common way of Speaking of London; according to 
that way, the Miniſter who drew the Repreſenta- 
tion, over and over declared himſelf to Speak : 
And fo, *twas thought no inſuperable Task to 
Aſſign Names enough among the Non Subſcribers, 
to Warrant the ſaying, that near one f Third of the 
3 ty could not be reckon'd Stated Miniſters in er near 
ondon. | 


2. The next thing that *twas thought might be 
matter of Cavil, was, that the Country Miniſters 
among the Non-Subſcribers ſnhould be ſaid to be 
ColleFed from far to ſerve the Purpoſes of thoſe that 
ſent * them, This was fairly canvaſs'd, and up- 
on the whole thought much more probable, and 
ealy to Account for, than to perſwade the World 
to believe that ſo many as appeared on that Side 
in the Aſſembly, ſhonld in a Critical Juncture ſet 
out much about a Time, from their reſpective 
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t Whoever reads the Lift may be preſently fatisfied, that this 
may be ſaid without Seruple, of more than one Fourth, Which is 
not ſo far from near one Third, as to be monſtrouſſy inſufficien 
td ſecure the Calculation from the Charge of very Groſs Miſrepri. 


Wnt ation, it, as ro this, no more couldbe ſaid, 


1 
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- Quarters and Places, ſo various and diſtant, and 


ſo happily meet to Memorable Purpoſes, without 
any Notice or Apprehenſion of any thing of the 
matter, before their coming to Town, but all by 
the pureſt Accident imaginable. However as it 
could not be ſaid to be abſolutely impoſſible, 
*twas carried, that as many as coul believe it to 
be entirely owing to chance, ſhould be entirely 
at their Liberty. The Notice of which Publickly 
ſignified, *twas thought might be an Expedient to 
end the Controverſy and make every one Eaſy. 


Upon the whole, the Author of the Flying Pa. 
freely acquainted the Gentlemen Advertiſers, that 
from what he had been Witneſs to, he was ſo 


well ſatisfied in the Juſtneſs of the Grounds on 


which the Repreſentation Publiſhed in his Paper 
was built, that he could by no means yield to 
Publiſh an Advertiſement againſt it, in that violent 
Form they had brought with them. After much 
ado, they Soften it as much as their Reſentment 
will allow ; but even in this Second Form, bind 
him to an inſtance of Injuſtice and Partiality, and 
at the ſame Time to call it Fuftice and Impartiality, 
In equal Compaſſion to his Conſcience and Paper, 
he is to Aſſure that the farther Remarks Promiſed to 
be made ſhall not be publiſhed in his Paper : And 
this 4ſſurance againſt a Promiſe, introduc'd with 
thoſe Impoſed Words: This is apreeable to that 
Juſtice and Impartiality which this Paper (The Fly- 
ing Poſt) will always maintain. But thus they 
would give an Early and convincing Proot of their 
Singular Charity and Abhorrence of Perſecution. 


And who, after this, can call their Pretenſions in 
Queſtion ? | 


Well, 


v7). 


Well, The dreaded Remarks, with the Subſtance 


of the Account complain'd of, are put into a 


Pamphlet, under the never to be forgotten Title, 
The Noble Stand. The Firſt Impreſſion of that 
Pamphlet running off in a few Days; to a Second 
Edition an Appendix is added, wherein the Com- 
plainers are call d upon, with the utmoſt Earneſt. 
neſs, for the ſake of the Publick, to make good 
their Charge of ſeveral Miſrepreſentations of Tadt; 
and Inſmuations in that Account, injurious to many 
concern d: With a Promiſe, upon their making out 
any Miſrepreſentations of Fact, they thould be im- 


mediately Corrected: And for Informations, if the 


could point to any that were groundleſr, they 
ſhould be as readily acknowledged: Nothing 
more being deſired than that the State of the Cafe 
might appear as it is, in a True and proper Light. 


Eager Expectations are hence raiſed, what is 


next to be thrown at the Noble Stand, which make 
every Day ſeem Two, during the delay: At length, 
upon mature deliberation, and Good Advice, in- 
ſtead of obliging the World with what was re- 
quired, in Purſuit of their own Complaint and Pro- 
miſe; in the Vhite- Hall Evening Poſt of Saturday, 
April 18. And then in the Poſt Boy the Thurſday 
following, we are pug off with a long Advertiſe- 


ment, which, according to the ingenious Poſtſcript 


to the Non-Subſcribers Letter to Exeter, being 
Printed and Publithed, we take for granted 1s to 
all whom it may concern; and this upon an Er- 
rand of no leſs Importance, than to let them know 
that (F it be thought needful) in due Time they 
may expect another, This then muſt be our next 

| 12 ee Enter- 


V. Another Advertiſement more An- 
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Entertainment ſo far as the Author of the Noble 
Stand! 1s nenn d. : 


gry againſt the Author of the 
Noble Stand. | 


White-H, Hall Evening Poft of 
Saturday, April 18. 17 19. 


Some of thoſe Diſſenting Miniſters whoſe 


Names are Publiſhed in a late Pamphlet entitled, 


an Authentick Account, &c. think themſelves | 


obliged to aſſure the World, that the reputed 
Author of a Pamphlet entitled, The Noble Stand, 
was preſent at our Meetings but one Day; 

when the Body met Five Days: And that e 
is one who has deſpiſed the Judgment and Ad- 
vice of the Brethren of his Denomination, up- 
on a former Occaſion : And in what he has 
now Publiſhed, has made very groſs Miſrepre- 
ſentations of Fact in moſt Material Circum- 


ſtances, not only in the other Days, but the 


Day in which he was preſent. This, a parti- 


cular Repreſentation (it it be thought needful) 


will make evident from 92 Original Minutes, 
which remain with the Body, and not with 
the Part which broke off them. And the 
Reaſoning alſo will be conſider'd, if the World 


& ſhould take fo much * of it, as to celerve 
„% an Anſwer, 


Now 
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Every one expects 


VI. A Reply to the preceding Adver- 
tiſement, | in ſeveral Remarks. 


As we have but one Paragraph to our Share, we 
muſt make as much of it as we can, by obſerving 
more Minute Remarkables in or about it. 


In general we premiſe, that we take it for no 
other than a Human Compoſition, in oppoſition 


to Scriptura/ or Chriftian. And as fuch whatever 


Uſefulneſs it may have for Inſtrufion and Edificati- 
on, they have aſſur'd us in a former Advertiſe- 
ment, that it can be of no Authority as a Teft of 
Irutb, or Warrant for Condemnation of any Body. 
No ! If any would make that perverſe uſe of it, 
twould be a Reproach upon the more Charitable 
Advertiſers, which they would not be thought in 
the leaſt to Miniſter to. Warrants for Condem- 
nation are to be taken only from the Holy Scrip- 
ture, i. e. from Scripture Words or Senſe, whereas 


this Advertiſement can't be pretended to be taken 
ſrom either. 


Thus then it begins with ſuitable Gravity“ Some 
* of thoſe Diſſenting Miniſters whoſe Names are 


F* Publiſhed in a late Pamphlet entitled, an Au- 


* thentick Account, &c. 
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REMARK. 


When a Single Name is ſo unhappy, as to be 
calF'd to the unequal Match of combating a great 
Body, any little Room for Exception is a Relief: 
Tis therefore of comforting import, that *tis not 
faid all, but ſome. If you ask how many? or 
who are to be underſtood ? you are referd to all 
the Names in the Aurbentick Account; and for 
preſent Service, ſilently invited to read a F True 
Lift in the Vhite-Hall Evening Poſt, in the one or 
other of which you may find em if you can. 
*Fis enough that among thoſe venerable Names, 
the Perſons meant, know their own : And if you 
are farther inquiſitive to know them too, you 
are to be inform'd that you have by the very In- 
quiry forfeited the Right to be ſatisfied, and be- 
ſpoke a Denial as neceſſary to aſſert their Chriſtian 
Liberty, in oppoſition to all Eucroachments of an 
impoſing Spirit, which from asking one Queſtion, 
if once grat iy d, may after that proceed to ano- 
ther, and by degrees ask ſomething or other about 
their Faith, and if they ſhould Anſwer in Scrip- 
ture Words, which tis known are underſtood in 
contrary Senſes, you may ask again in what Senſe 
they underſtand them, and then in Anſwering 
they muſt Speak their Minds, or Speak again 
them, or double ſo long till they can do it no lon 


ger 


— 


f This True Liſt has Two ſhort of that Publiſhed in the Au 
thentick Account, for what Reaſon is not our preſent Inquiry. 
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To -- 
ger: And then what would follow! This Humour 
then is not once to be complied with, as who can 
tell where it would Stop. 


Seeing it is thus, all we can learn withcertainty 
is, that among the Fifty Miniſters who refus'd to 
declare and Subſcribe their Belief of the Trinity, 
March 3. or among thoſe who have been calFd to 
join them ſince, encreaſing the Number to Seventy 
odd, Some whoſe Names, that you may know 
them the better, are without Diſtinction recorded 
with the reſt in the Autbentick Account: Some, 
i. e. Two at leaſt, think themſelves obliged to 
aſſure the World as follows. | 


I. That the Pamphlet entitled the Noble Srand, 
is reputed to have an Author. 


Granted; to avoid unneceſſary Debate, and be- 
cauſe fairly implied. a 


II.“ That the reputed Author of the ſa:d 
“Pamphlet was preſent at our Meetings but oh 
e Day, when the Body met Frove Days. 


Here let us proceed by Steps. 


(1.) He was preſent at our Meetings but one = 


Day : If that be granted, then at other Days 
when he was not preſent or not with them, be 
muſt needs be abſent or ſomewhere elſe, This al- 
ſo is clear. 


(2.) When the Body met Five Days : *Tis ask'd 
what Body? If this be meant of the General * 
5 f y 
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dy of the Miniſters before the Separation; non 
of the Subſcribers can remember any more than 
Three Days of ſuch Meetings, and deſire any Bo- 
dy to reckon. | 


The Firſt General Meeting was February 1 9. 
The Second, February 24. 


The Third, March 3. At this Meeting the 
Author was firſt preſent, and on this Day the Se- 
paration was made of the Subſcribing Miniſters 
trom the Non-Subſcribers : Nor have they Met to- 
gether in one Body ſince, but each Diviſion by 
themſelves. If therefore they Speak of Five Ge- 
neral Meetings before the Separation, the Writer 
of the Minutes that could give them ſuch an Ac- 
count, muſt Correct his Spectacles, having multi- 
ply'd theſe Meetings to near one halt more than. 
they were. And in Caſe he is equally out in o- 
ther Matters, his Minutes may be call'd Original 
indeed, but little to be truſted as Authenticłꝶ or true. 


If they Speak of Days of Meeting of the 
Non-Subſcribers after the Separation; their Meet- 
ings may be Five or Ten as they pleaſe to make 
them. What is that to the Author of the Noble 
Stand? who meddles no tarther with what they did 
in theſe Meetings, than they themſelves have 
thought fit to Publiſh. From March 3. the ſaid 
Author was at all the Meetings of the Subfcribing 
Miniſters, and hereby thanks the Non-Subſcribers 
for doing him the Honour to tell the World, that 
after the Separation he was not at al! with them : 
But tis an Honour he has in common with the Reſt 


bed. „( 


N 
of his Brethren, who made and Subſeribd a De- 
claration of tbeir Faith in the Do@rine of the Rleſ- 


fed Trinity, as reveal'd in the tioly Scriprures , of 


whom, as far te has heard, only Three or Fowr 
were preſent at any of the Separate Meetings of 
the other Side. 0 

They go on and add as to this Inflexible Author 
of the Noble Stand, That ke is one who has 
„ deſpiſed the Judgement and Advice of the Ere- 


+ thren of his Denomination upon a Former Oc- 
27 . 1 94 


© caſion. 


RE MAR K. 


I. Why, by Departing from their Temper, 
fhould they againſt their Wills, Proclaim the 


Strength of the Noble Staud, and their own Ira- 


bility effeually to Anſwer it, If they had no- 
thing to ſay to the Argumenz, why ſhould they do 
it the Honour to tell the Wor'd fo ? By. opening 
their inward Het at reading it themſe ves, and 
their hearty Fear that it ſhould be read by others, 
and therefore ſtoop to the Vileſt way of trying to 
divert them by thewing their Goodwill to fay 


ſomething Spiteful of the Perſou by whom the 


Mortifying Pamphlet is Written. 


II. Abating a Bad Word choſen toexpreſs and 
ſerve a worſe Deſign ; what is here ſaid of the 
Author of the Noble Sand, but what he has in 


the preſent Juncture, particular Reaſon to review. 


with great Thanktulneſs to God, and abundant ſa- 
tisfaction in his own Mind. | 28 
n Ss 


1 
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Un. 
The Occaſion refer'd to, is ſuppos'd to be his 
diſmiſſing one from being his Aſſiſtant, with whoſe 


Doctrine, to ſay no more, he was not ſatisfied. If 
therein he follow'd his own Judgement upon ſuffi- 


cient Experience, and prefer'd it as to his own. 


Conduct and Pulpit, whom he ſhould like or not 
like to let into it, before the Fudgement or Advice 
of any other; tis but ſuppoſing he thought bim- 
ſelf in the Right, and Acted accordingly, and 


what of all this. If tbey think it worth while to 


tell the World, that there was an I»fance wherein 
he might not have the concurrent Judgement of 
the Brethren of his Denonunation, as what might 
ſound to his Diſadvantage ; tis hop'd he may be 
allow'd, without offence, to Congratulate himſelf 
upon the Honour of having the Approbation and 
Thanks of his Brethren of ſeveral Denominations, 
among the Subſcribing-Miniſters, for Writing the 
Pamphlet entitled, The Noble Stand. And ſo let 
both inſtances be left upon Record together. | 


As to the Advertiſers; if Diſſenting from the 
Judgement and Advice of Brethren, muſt be call'd 
deſpiſing em, they know what Name to give to 
their refuſal, to join with their Brethren in make- 
ing and Subſcribing a Declaration of their Faith. 
Whether in that Refuſal they would be thought 
to deſpiſe the Judgement and Advice of the Sub- 
{cribing Miniſters is left to themſelves, the Vriter 
of the Noble Stand pit ies the Cauſe that needs to 
be ſupported by ſuch Scandalous meanneſs, as he 
is here examining, and deſpiſes the Malice that 
ſtoops to ule it. | wht 
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ny we are se tati_a with mare Clinoril « 


«6 And in what he has now Publiſh'd, has made ve- 


<-ry Groſs Mifrepreſentations of F act, in moſt 
material Circumſtances, not only on the other 
bc Pays, but che Day in which he was 9 % 
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They are again Challeng d to prove "Pp with 
a Promiſe upon ſufficient Evidence to remove the 
Ground of their Complaint, or leave them to bear 


their own Shame. 


Advertiſement. 


“ This, a Particular Repreſentation (if it be 
« thought needful) will make Evident from the 


Original Minutes, which remain with the Body, 


« and not with the Part which broke off from 


cc them, = 


REMARK. 


1 « This a Particular Repreſentation will make 
evident. No doubt it will if it can; and 
would before now, had there been ſuch Groſs and 
monſtrous Scope. But when may we expect it, 


aud, from whom, and upon what Ground ? 


II. (If this be thought needfal) this is a Savit 


' Parentheſi is, — Grant Conditional, ar 
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leaving us uncertain. Our Buſineſs then is to 
Wait. In the mean Time what Pity is it, that 
Groſs Mi ſrepre ſentacions of Fact, in moſt Material. 
Circumſtances of Five Days in Three ſhould be Suf - 
fer d to go abroad without Remedy. © 2 Þ 


III. The Original Minutes for this Remain with 


the Body. © It may be ſo: 1. e. with ſome Body 


or cther, who doubts it ? What Valuable Things 
are Original Minutes, or at leaſt the Sound of em 
as Serving to Amuſe, The Original Days of Ge- 
neral Meeting were, as has been ſaid February 19 
and 24. In theſe Two Days of Meeting, the Wri- 
ter of the Noble Stand, tho' a Summons was both. 
Times brought him, could not attend, nor did he 
need, to be able to Write what he has -Publiſn'd 
concerning 'em Al] that he. has ſaid of theſe 
Days, is, that February i 9. was the Firſt General 
Meeting, which ff they deſire to ſecure the Evidence 
ariſing from Conſequences, plainly m_ that this 
Firſt Meeting was before a Second, which was after. 
That this Second General Meeting was February 24. 
In which Day the Miniſters went into the Firſt 
and Famous Diviſion, upon the Queſtion, Whe- 
ther in ſome Part of the Advices to be ſent to 
Exeter; there ſhould be Inſerted 'a Declaration of 
Frith in the {oly Trinity, That it was carried in 
the Negative 57 to 5% Which gave a Majority 
of 4. to that Side. And what Long Roll of Mi- 
nutes is needful to ſo Short an Account. 


If as to this, Peculiar Streſs is to be laid on Ori- 
ginal Minutes; all Minutes that were taken upon 
the Place at the fame I une nay ſo tar be ſaid to be 
equally Original and every one preſent was = Li- 
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berty to take Minutes one as much as another. 


It One Wrote under the Notion of Clerk for the 
Firſt Two Days. I am little concern'd in the In- 
quiry, which yet .Iam allow'd by ſeveral of the 
dabſcribing Miniſters to hint, vis. Whether he 
was appointed to that Office by a Formal Choice 
either of theſe Two Days, Becauſe they can't 
with Certainty remember, fo as to be able to Atteſt 
it. However, many of the Subſcribing Miniſters, 
were ſo little Satisfied with ſome things he rote. 
That *twas from hence a Motion was made March 
3. That there might be Two appointed to Write, 
which was accordingly done, One of theſe is 
with the Subſcribing Miniſters. The other with 
the Non Subſcribers, This was done, when the 
Writer of the Noble Stand was preſent, he has 
been preſent in every Publick Meeting of the 
Subſcribers ſince : tHe has over and over ſeen and 
heard theſe Origmal Minutes of their own Clerk. 
do that from March the 3 Incluſive he is not in the 
Leaſt Pain upon the Head of Original Minutes, or 
the Equi vocal Cry of being preſent but One Day, 
becauſe not with them atter that Day of Separa- 
tion, the Colluſion of which deſerves contempt. 
And as for Minutes of the Two Days before the ſe- 
parat ion in which he was not at theGeneral Meetings, 
be nevertheleſs can aſſure his oppoſers, that 
both heard and ſaw Minutes of both thoſe Days 
taken by his Brethren who were there, whoſe Abi- 
lty and Faithfulneſs he has no Reaſon to Queſtion, 
ſo that he had all the Materials for what he has 
ſid, that he could want or defire : And upon the 
whole, has Reaſon to Suſpe& that the Adverti- 
{rs themſelves, in the Charge of Groſs Miſrepre- 
ſentarions of Fat in moſt Material Circumſtances, 
in the Pamphlet Entitled the Noble Stand, did 
12 E 3 not 
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not, in good earneſt * believe themſelves : But 
ſomething was neceſſary to be ſaid to raiſe a Cla- 
mour, to check the Run of a Pamphlet which they 
could not bear, tho their diſcoyex'd Rage againſt 


. 


it, makes it Run the more. 


IV. There need only a Word more to be ſaid to 
what is ſo often mention'd with Nauſeous Affectati- 
on, Namely. that they are the Body with which 
the ſo called Original Minutes remain, and not 
with the part which broke off from them. — 


If Fifty which was the Number of the Non- 
Subſcribers in the Day of Separation, muſt needs 
be more than Sixty, let them pleaſe themſelves in 
Speaking their own way: Only let it be remem- 
herd, that the Sixty were that Part, be it more or 
leſs, who were not afraid or aſham'd to make and 
Subſcribe an Open and Undiſguiſed Declaration of 
their Faith in the Fundamental Doctrine of the 
Bleſſed Trinity: The Truth endeavour'd to be 
undermin'd by ſome, and with ſo much Violence 
oppos'd, Blaſphem'd, and run down by others: 
And with whatever Reproaches they are loaded 
for this, by Shbals of Nameleſs Pamphlets, pour'd 
out by Clubs of Free-thinkers, Socintans, Artans, 
Deiſts, &c. who, tis plain, all Write on the Side 
of the Non-Subſcribers : However revil'd and a- 
bus'd in this way, by ſuch as ſhew themſelves 
ſome of the moſt Corrupt of Men, they are there- 
by more and more confirm'd that the Cauſe in 
which they are engaged, and for which they _— 

* 
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* To this a Tale belongs that may in Time be told, When- 
tze Terrible Aniwer threatacd ſhall make it Proper. 


Ieument of the Noble Stand, + " 


by Grace to go on to make a Stand, is the 
Cauſe of God: Which therefore they doubt not 
will Live, and in the Iſſue Gloriouſſy Triumph 


. . 


over all Oppoſition. - 


The Advertiſement ſo far ag it concerns the 
Pamphlet entitled, The Noble Stand, thus winds 
up, And the Reaſoning alſo will be conſider d, 
„ if the World ſhonld take ſo much Notice of it, 
* as to deſerve an Anſwer. ” Ae 
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I. What greater Notice could the ,Worldywell 
take of it than it has done, and. is ſtill doing, to 
which ſuch Advertiſers are aggriev'd Witneſſes, 
and yet help to promote it. 


II. Whenever the Reaſoning Part ſhall be 
thought to deſerve an Anſwer, I only deſire that 
it may be by. Reaſoning again, and that the Author 
would pleaſe to put his Name to it, as; the Writer 
of the Noble Stand has now done to his: Who 
would be glad of an opportunity calmly to diſcuſs 
this important Queſtion, I hether Dottrines only ti 
be known by Revelation, are to be Stated in the 
Words of Revelation only. Wits : 


Till there be occaſion for this, you will I doubt 
not be glad to have your Eye and Thoughts call'd 
off from railing Advertiſements, to be more a- 
zreeably Entertain'd with what was promiſed for 
acloſe of our Preſent Letter, relating to the Ar- 


The 


„ 


e 


The Judgement of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
late Biſhop of Worceſter, of the 
Unreaſonablenefs of that Pretence, 
vix. I hat whatever is not read in Scrip- 
ture i, not to be held an Article of 
Faith. 


— 
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x F Whether, whatever is not read in 
| Scripture, is not to be held an Article 


"OF. 


It will ſeem a very needleſs Labour to all 

* Conſidering Perſons to go about the expoſing and 

* baffling ſo unreaſonable and ill: grounded a Pre- 

_ © tence: That whatever is not read in Scripture, 1s 
not to be beld an Article of Faith. c. 


*© There be ſome Propoſitions fo equivalent to 
others, that they are but the ſame thing ſaid in] 
& ſeveral Words; and theſe though not read inf], 
„ Scripture, yet are contained in it ſince where} © 
* ſoever the one is is read, the other muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be underſtood. Other propoſitions 
„ there are, which are a Neceſſary Reſult * 
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7 vid. A Conference at London. April 3 £676 wed De - 
Stilling fleet, & c and Edwart Coleman and ſome others of Wa 


a 


Church of Rome. 


e from two Places of Scripture which joined toge· 
ether yield a third as a Neceſſary Iſſue; accor- 
et. ding to that Eternal Rule of Reaſon and Natural 

Logick, hat wherever Two things agree in any 
the“ Third, they muſt alſo agree among themſelves. 
ce | © There be alſo other Propoſitions that ariſe out 
of one ingle Place of Scripture, by a Natural 
- «© Deduttion : as if Jeſis Chriſt be proved from 

of <« any Place of Scripture, the Creator of the World: 
| c or that he ts to be Worſhipped with the ſame Ado- 
« ration that is due to the great God, then it neceſ- 
e farily follows, that he is the Great Go, becauſe 
e he does the Works, and receives the Worſhip of 
© the Great God. 


The great Plea for this Pretence, that 
what ever is not read in Scripture, that 


aul is, in expreſs Words, is not to be held 


zand} as an Article of Faith, is this. 


"ll © Is the Principles of Proteſtants the Scriptures 
& are the Rule by which all Controverſies muſt be 
* TFudg*d, Proteſtants having no certain way to direct 
them in the Expoſition of the Scriptures, neither 
“% Tradition nor the Definition of the Church Either 
* they mnft pretend they are Infallible in their De- 
ductions, or we have no Reaſon to make any Ac- 
&* count of them as being Fallible and Uncertain ; and 
&« ſo they can never Secure us from Error, nor be a Fu 
Ground to found our Faith of any Propoſition, 
proved upon: Therefore no Propoſition, ſo proved 
can be acknowledg'd' an Article of Faith. | 


en DF << If there be any Strength in this Plea, it will 
e conclude as forcibly againſt our Submitting - 


: * 


(/ 42: ) 
the Words of Scripture :, Since All Words, how for- 
* mal ſoever are capable of Several Expoſitions Ei- 


* ther they are tobe underſtood literally or figura- 
e tively : Either they are to be underſtood poſſi- 


< tively or interrogative ly: with a great many other 


© varieties, of which all Expreſſions are capable. Seeing 
** then every Place is Capable of Several Meanings, 
** if the forcgoing Argument againſt Scripture Con- 
* ſequences has any Force, except we be Infallibly 
& ſure, which is the True Meaning of Scripture 
* Expreſſions, we ought by the ſame Parity of 
„ Reaſon to make no Account of the moſt expreſs 
* and Formal Words of Scripture. From hence 
ce it is apparent that wnat Noiſe ſoever theſe Men 
* make who call tor Expreſs Words ot Scripture, 
in Stating Articles of Faith, if they be true to 
their own Argument, they will as little Submit 
* to Scripture Expreſſions, as to Scripture De- 
„ ductions. Since they have the ſame Reaſon to 
* Queſtion the true Meaning of a Place, as they 
* have to Queſtion, an Inference and Deduction 
* from it. And this alone may ſerve to ſatisfy e- 
very Budy that this is a Trick, under which 
there lics no fair Dealing. 


cc 
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% But to Anſwer the Argument to common ſa- 


ce tisfaction. *T1s certain the Soul is a Reaſonable 
“Being, and that the chief Faculty of the Soul, 
“js to diſcern the Connexion of one thing with 
another, and to draw out ſuch Inferences as flow 
* from that Connexion. Now, though we are 
* lable to Miſtakes both in our Judgements and 
“ Inferences, yet if we apply ihe Faculties which 
God hath given us, with due Care and Applica- 
* tion, looking up to our Heavenly Father, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, upon the Encouragement 


ec 


ment of his Promiſe, for the illumination and 


teaching 
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< teaching of his Bleſſed Spirit, whoſe Office and. 
„Work is to lead into all neceſſary and faving 
« Truth. In this way we may with certaint 
and ſatisfaction, acquieſce in the reſult of ſuc 
«© Reaſoning under Divine Direction Otherwiſe, 
<« -1n the Beſt ute of the Faculties which God hath 


ce given us, waiting upon him according to his 
Direction, in a Dependance upon his Influence 


and Bleſſing, we ſhould be ſtill expos'd to de- 
e ſtructive Falacies and Errors, this would neceſſarily 
4 reflect on God himſelf, in making us of ſuch a 
** Nature as could never be reaſonably aſſured even 
of things of the greateſt Importance, and EC 
* ential and Neceſſary to our Safety and Bleſſed neſs. 


A lt muſt therefore be acknowledged, that when 


* our Minds are prepared in the ufe of appointed 
«© Meats to conſider of Divine Matters of the 
“ greateſt and neceſſary Importance, there muſt 
ce be ſome way of coming to a certainty : And tho' 
* we can't pretend to be Infallible, ſo as to be a- 
“ bove all Poſſibility of Miſtake, yet we may be 
* well aſſured that ſuch Connexions aud Inferences 
* as appear Certain to us, are certain and Infalli- 
„ bly true in themſelves. If this be not acknow- 


© ledg'd, then all our Obligation to believe any 


& thing in Religion will vanquiſh, as things 
* we can have no certainty about; and by Con- 
e ſequence are not Oblig' d to yield to them. We 
* muſt either Receive with a firm Perſwaſion what 
<< our Souls preſent to us as uncontrolably true, or 
e elſe we have no Reaſon to believe there is a God, 
e or to be Chriſtians. * * 
elf it be acknowledg'd there is Cauſe in ſome 
© Caſes for us to be determin'd by the clear Ev1- 
* dence of Reaſon in its Judgments and Inferences; 
* then we have this _ gained, that our _ 
"FT 1 ons 


J 

ſons are capable of making true and certain In- 7 
© ferences, and that we have good Cauſe to be de- 6 
** termin'd in our Belief of theſe; And therefore 
* Inferences from Scripture ought to direct our 
* Beliet. Nor can any thing be pretended againſt 
„this, but what muſt at the ſame Time, over- ee 
* throw all Knowledge and Faith, and turn us ec 


* Sceptical to Every Thing. 


The end and uſe of Speech and Writing, is 
* to make known our Thoughts to others. Now 25 
every Man that Speaks Pertinently, as he de- | © 
ſigns to be underſtood, ſo he chooſes fach expreſſi- © 
* ons and Arguments as are moſt proper in order 
* to it.and theclearer heſpeaks ſo much the better. 
* Hearersalſo muſt paſs a Judgement on what they 
< hear and apprehend of Importance Now the chief 
*© Rule of making a true Judgment, is to ſee what 1 
* Conſequences certainly follow on what is laid be- < 
*© fore us, A | 9 


% No Man ſays every thing that can be thought 
« or ſaid to any Point, but only ſuch Things as If © 
“may be the Seeds of further Enquiry and Know- 1 
<« ledge in the Minds of thoſe to whom he Speaks: |} © 
* And when any thing of great Importance is 1 
* Spoken, all Men do naturally conſider what | ©* 
© Inferences ariſe out of what is ſaid by a Neceſ- || <* 
* ſary Connexion; and if theſe Deductions be 1“ 
« made with due Care, they are of the fame Force, || © 
“and muſt be as true as that from which they are 1“ 
% drawn. | 1.4 
4 Theſe being ſome of the Laws of Converſe, | © 
© whichevery Man of Common Senſe muſt know 
“to be true: Can any Man think that when I © 
* God was revealing, by Men Inſpired, his 
5 Counſels to Mankind, in matters that aye 4 

1 1 SFB | their 


W 
* their Eternal Happineſs, he would do it in any 
other way, than any Honeſt Man Speaks to a- 


© nother, that is, plainly and diſtinctly. 


% When. therefore we apply and uſe our Facul- 
ties aright, joining with an unprejudic'd Deſire 
| « and Search for Truth, Earneſt Prayers that 
God by his Grace may ſo open our Underſtand- 
* ings and preſent Divine Truths to them, that 
we may believe and follow them; we may con- 
* clude, both from the Nature of our Souls, and 
from the Defign and End of Divine Revelation, 
e we may find out the Truth with Certainty and 
« Satisfaction. | Ee = 


is asked by way of Objection againſt this. 
How comes it then, that there are ſo many Er- 
“ rors and Diviſions among Chriſtians * Eſpecially 


thoſe that pretend the greateſt atquaintance with 
« the Scriptures? 125 
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it ©. To this the Anſwer is obvious. How free 
as | © and General is the Offer of Grace in the Goſpel, 
v- | © to lead Men to Holineſs, and who can doubt 
8: the ſufficiency of that Grace, to make Men 
is ! perfect in every good Word and Work. Not- 

at “ withſtanding which, none can deny the abound- 
f- ing of Sin and Vice in the World. If then 
be “the abounding of Error be alledg'd to prove 
ce, || © that the Goſpel does not offer certain wæys to 
re {© preſerve us irom it; the abounding ot Sin 
“might be alſo Pleaded in Proof that there are 

ſe, {| © no certain ways in the Goſpel to avoid it. 
ow | © Wherefore as the Sins in which Men generally 
zen || © Live leave no imputation on the Goſpel, as in- 1 
his “ ſufficient to Holineſs ; ſo neither do the many 1 
n'd ! Herelies and W among Chriſtians, * oY 
; F 3 that 
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* that the Goſpel offers no certain ways of at- 
6“ taining the Knowledge of all Neceſſary Truth. 

«© There is nothing more ſure, than that the 
& Scriptures offer us as certain ways of attaining 
the Knowledge of what is neceſſary to Salvati- 
“ on, as of doing the Will of God: But as the 
, * Depravation of our Natures makes us negle& 


the Helps towards an Holy Life; fo this toge- 


“ ther with external Temptations. makes us ei- 
«ther not to diſcern Divine Truth, or not to 
embrace it. Error and Sin are Twins of the 
“ ſame Parents. E fe nds 
„Man is to Search after Saving Knowledge, as 
* 4 Rational Being; and ſo muſt make judge- 
“ ments upon it, and draw Conliequenccs from it; 
«© in which he has the ſame Reaſon to be aſſured, 
as he has to know the true meaning of Scrip- 
ture. As theretore he has very good Reaſon to 
« reje& any meaning of a Ylace of Scripture, 
% from which by a Neceſlary Conſequence great 
% Abſurdities and Impoſſibilities muſt follow: So 
« alſo he is to gather ſuch Interences as flow from 
“ a Neceflary Connexion with the true meaning 

of any Place of Scripture. 
This is a Thing that carries ſo much Evidence 
«'with it, that it teeins one of the firſt Princi- 
* ples and Foundations of all Reaſoning: No 
1 Propoſition can appeur to us to be true, dat we 
* mult alſo Aſſent to every other Deduction that 
4 1s drawn ont of it by a certain Inference. It 
then we can certainly know the true meaning 
* of any place of Scripture, we may, and ought 
to draw all ſuch Concluſions as follow it with a 
* clear and juſt Conſequence : And if we clearly 
* apprehend the Conſequences of any Propoſition, 
* we can no more doubt of the Truth of the Con- 
* ſequence, than of the Propoſition from whence 
; ome 
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it ſprung: For if I ſee the Air full of clear 
Daylight, I muſt certainly conclude the Sun is 
rifen : And I have the ſame Aſſurance about the 
one that I have about the other. "2 
« This matter may be ſet beyond all Diſpute, by 
conſidering the uſe which we find our Saviour 
and the Apoſtles made of the Old Teſtament, 
which plainly Juſtifies Scripture Conſequences, 
andCondemns this Appeal to formal and expreſs 
Words of Scripture. 

*I am not Ignorant of the Objection, againſt 
arguing from ſuch Preſidents. Namely, That 
they were Perſons Extraordinary. and Infallible 
in their Expoſitions and Reaſonings : Whereas 
our Underſtandings are dark, and diforder'd, 
and ſo ought not to pretend to argue as they did. 


In Anſwer to this *tis to be obſervd, that 


(c 
cc 
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when any Perſon Divinely Affiſted, has ſuffi- 
ciently prcov'd his Inſpiration, and upon that 


Foot declares any thing in the Name of God, we 
are bound to Submit to it. 


Or if ſuch a Perſon 
by that ſame Authority offers auy Expoſition 
ot Scripture, he is to be belieyd without far- 
ther diſpute. But when an inſpired Perſon ar- 
gues with any, who does not acknowledge his 
Inſpiration, but is mquiring into it, not bein 


yet ſatisfied about it. In that Caſe any Argu- 


ment he offers is to be examin'd by the Force 
that is in it, and · not by the Authority of him 
that uſes it. For his Authority being the thing 
queſtioned, if he offers an Argument from any 
thing already agreed to, and the Argument be 
not Good, it is fo far from being the better by the 
Authority of him that uſeth; that it rather 
gives "aſt. Ground to leſſen or ſuſpe& his Autho- 


„ rity, who underſtands a Copſequence ſo ill, as 
to uſe a bad Argument to Appart it by. 


Ur 


j 
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« Our Saviour-proves the LIT. of the Reſurrection againſt 


the * Sadduces, not by producing Scripture Words expreſly 


8 Wigs hos that Doctrine, but by Scripture Conſequence, draw- 
Fom that 1 Text, I am the God of Abraham, the God 

4 Ifaac, and the God of Jacob ; As God is not the God of the 

© Dead, bur of the Living, OY Abraham, Iſaac, and Fa- 
t cob, did Live unto God; they did ſo as to their Souls,” Which 
& are hereby proved to be Ind from their Bod ies, and capable 


« of Living after their Separation from their Bodies which was 


the chief point in Controverſy; that the Souls of ſuch as Stood 
„ in a /ſpecial Relation to God, after Death were in a Life 
40 Happineſs ; that therefore there ſhould be a, Reſurrection of 
& their Bodies, as God is not the God of a Part only, but of 


their whole Perſons, and would make them Happy in Soul and 


„Body; that if Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob riſe again, ſo ſhall 
„ other Men, to whom alſo the moſt high is Peculiarly related 
& as their God: And if the righteous; rite again, ſo ſhall the 
& Wicked; and therefore there ſhall be 2 Reſurrection of the Jaſt 
«% and Unjuſt. 

In ſuch a way as chis. our rte proves 4 odd 
* Article of Faith. Now liad the Preſent Celebrated Principle 
&« beenof 2ny Force, that we muſt only Submit to expreſs Words 
< of Scripture, witliour being equally Obliged by Scripture Con- 
8 ene, then certainly our Savionr performed Nothing in 

* that Argument: For the Sadduces might have told him, they 
„ appealed to the Expreſs Words of Scripture. . But they under- 
e ſtood not thele refined Arts, but Submitting to the Evident 
*© Force of Scripture Conſequence, were put to Silence, and the 
© Multitude were Aſtoniſhed at his Dodrine. 

« The Apoſtles atter wards in obvious Inſtarces took the ſame 
* way: Proving by Conſequences drawn tromScripture the greateſt 
and moſt important Articles of Faith, and herein we Judge 
© we may with great Satisfaction follow their Example ow 

„much ſoever now cry'd down. 

W nat ſort of Men they follow who now joyn in that Cry, we 
may ſometime or other. have Occaſion to ſhew. 

In themean time, I beg your Pardon for the Length of this Top 
ter in the former Parts, to relicve the Tedioufneſs of which I 
thought it neceſſary to make it a Little Longer by the Addition 
of ſome better Thoughts and Words,than my owns here chereſoi e, 
at preſent L break off, and reſt 00 31 

' Your Humble Servant we 
ha The Writer of the Noble Sion, - 
Daniel Wilcox. © ; 
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